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Roman Lupercalia). It is done, if one may judge from the
squills (or leeks) and figs mentioned, with plants which are
" good medicine "—" plants which have a strong smell,
and plants the eating of which is purgative," 1 like the
buckthorn of the Anthesteria.
How natural is the idea that pollution can be got rid
of by such means may be seen by its appearance both in
primitive Greece and in primitive Israel, to say nothing of
the great list of scapegoats, human and animal, compiled
by Frazer.2 No doubt the spiritual element in the rite was
very important; in other words, one wished very hard.
" And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the
live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the
children of Israel, and all their transgressions, even all their
sins ; and he shall put them upon the head of the goat,
and shall send him away by the hand of a man that is in
readiness, into the wilderness ; and the goat shall bear upon
him all their iniquities, into a solitary land."
In Boiotia they had a ritual that, if (in Plutarch's time) it
had grown milder and more civilized, yet is intellectually a
stage cruder still. " At Chaironeia," says Plutarch in his
Table-Talk,3 " there is a traditional ritual, performed by the
magistrate at the common Hearth of the city, and by all
other citizens in their homes. It is called the expulsion of
Famine. They beat one of their slaves with rods of agnus
castus and drive him out of the door, saying to him ' Out,
Famine ; in, Health and Wealth '."
Here Hunger is quite definitely personified. After all,
the difficulty that' we have in talking about and managing
abstractions without personifying them is still to be seen in
the number of expressions that we use of the type " Terror
seized him ", " Sleep overcame him ", however conscious
we may be that we are then talking in metaphors. In the
case of emotion-provoking abstractions, such as "la patrie "
or " the Revolution", indeed, the fact that they are
!
1	Harrison, Prolegomena, p. 100.
2	op. cit., pp. 170-274,
3	Mar, 694 A.

